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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 2 

 WDFW Agency Mission:   

 

“Preserve, protect and perpetuate fish, wildlife and ecosystems while 

providing sustainable fish and wildlife recreational and commercial 

opportunities”. 

 

• Conserve and protect native fish and wildlife 

 

• Enhance conservation Practices to Improve protection and 

restoration of fish and wildlife habitat 

  
• Provide sustainable fishing, hunting and other wildlife related 

recreational experiences 

 

• Increase the economic benefits and public participation derived 

from sustainable fish and wildlife opportunities 
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 3 

WDFW Lands 20/20 Process: 

 

• Outlines an internal and external review for department acquisitions or 

department sponsored acquisitions     

• Coordinates, approves, and prioritizes acquisitions across the state  

• Matches these projects with appropriate funding sources 

• Updated this year to include acquisition priorities, climate change criteria, 

expanded operations and maintenance information and public outreach. 

 

Public Outreach:  

 

• At the onset of all projects as they are being developed within WDFW 

• Following each Lands 20\20 process projects will be launched on the 

WDFW website to collect public comments 

• Public comments will be collected during the Lands Forum Meeting 

• City and County support is sought during each grant application process 
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Mountain View 4 – O Ranch and Hansen Ridge  4 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This Acquisition encompasses 3,500  acres in southern Asotin County, including 4 
miles of the Lower Grande Ronde River and 3 miles of tributaries that support 
federally listed bull trout and steelhead, interior redband trout, Pacific lamprey, 
and many other aquatic fauna. It is part of large multi-phase project that will 
protect 13,000 acres and 15 miles of stream. The project is bordered to the north 
by national forest lands, and on the south and east by Bureau of Land 
Management lands. This rare acquisition of a large, ecologically intact and 
diverse landscape also will protect many upland habitats: cliff and talus habitats, 
meadows, springs, curl leaf mahogany shrubland, interior grassland, and 
ponderosa pine woodland that support elk, big horn sheep, deer, wolves, and 
golden eagles.  

Estimated Acres 3,500 

Funded Amount $ 6,600,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Critical Habitat) and Federal 
Endangered Species Act 

Legislative District 9 

Existing Uses Timber Management and Agricultural  

Intended Uses Wildlife habitat conservation and recreation (watchable wildlife, hunting and 
fishing). In addition, the parcels will provide working land partnership 
opportunities. 

Future Capital Costs $ 100,000  Fencing, Survey 

Future Operating Costs $ 40,000   

PILT Estimate  Under Review  ($ 3,465) 
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Mountain View 4 – O Ranch and Hansen Ridge  5 

Hansen Ridge 
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Dryden Access 6 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This 6-acre, gently-sloped water access site 
would offer public fishing and water 
recreation on the Wenatchee River and 
Peshastin Creek. Species present include 
steelhead, Chinook, and coho. This purchase 
would prevent future riverfront 
development. 

Estimated Acres 6 

Funded Amount $ 251,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Jobs Now Act 

Legislative District 12 

Existing Uses Recreation 

Intended Uses Recreational access; fishing, wildlife viewing, 
white river rafting, and public portage 
around Dryden Dam  

Future Capital Costs $ 685,000  Ramps, Parking, Bathrooms, Signs 

Future Operating Costs $ 2,500 

PILT Estimate Under Review ($ 0.0) 
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Dungeness Estuary 8 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description The Dungeness River and Meadowbrook Creek estuary 
and associated coastal wetlands are documented as the 
most significant habitat areas for a wide diversity of 
wildlife and fish including marine mammals, seabirds, 
migratory shorebirds, waterfowl, neotropical migrants, 
raptors, salmonids, shellfish, and Dungeness crab. 
Federally listed species include Chinook and chum salmon, 
and marbled murrelet. This site is also a critical location 
for the ongoing effort to restore ecosystem processes 
associated with the reconnection of Meadowbrook Creek 
to the Dungeness River. 

Estimated Acres 65 

Funded Amount $ 930,300 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding National Coastal Wetlands Grant 

Legislative District 24 

Existing Uses Commercial and Residential Development 

Intended Uses Fish and wildlife protection and recreation (watchable 
wildlife, hunting, kayaking) 

Future Capital Costs $ 10,000 Cultural Resources, Signs, Survey 

Future Operating Costs $  520   

PILT Estimate Under Review ($0.0) 
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Mid-Columbia Shrub-Steppe/Big Bend Sharptailed Grouse 

 

10 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This contiguous shrub-steppe habitat contains two important breeding sites for 
sage grouse and historic lekking sites for sharp tailed grouse. One of the 
country’s most active sage grouse leks, the Reeves Butte Lek, is located adjacent 
to the property. The property is 3 miles south of an active sharp grouse lek. It is 
likely the site will be reoccupied as the sharp tailed population expands. The 
topography includes gently rolling hills, basalt cliffs, and low buttes. The location 
of the site makes it an ideal stepping stone link between Banks Lake, Chester 
Butte, and Bridgeport Units of the Well Wildlife Area complex. In combination 
with the lek sites, the size and location of the project site makes this an 
important habitat link for the shrub-steppe dependent wildlife including sage 
thrasher, loggerhead shrike, golden eagle, prairie falcon, white tailed jackrabbit, 
and mule deer.  

Estimated Acres 4,168 

Funded Amount $ 1,950,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Critical Habitat) 

Legislative District 12 

Existing Uses Natural Shrub Steppe 

Intended Uses The area provides north-south connectivity for seasonal movements of sage 
grouse, as well as linkage between sharp-tailed grouse populations to the 
northeast.  

Future Capital Costs $ 100,000 Weeds, Signs, Survey 

Future Operating Costs $ 26,000 

PILT Estimate  Under Review  ($0.0) 
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Ephrata Lake 12 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description The project site is primarily lacustrine and palustrine wetlands, and 
rocky shrub-steppe. It is an important waterfowl production area in the 
north Columbia basin. Closed to fishing to prevent disturbance to 
nesting and brooding waterfowl. Habitats include open water, 
emergent wetland, grassland, and shrub-steppe scattered with 
boulders. Representative species include: burrowing owl, ferruginous 
hawk, golden eagle, eared and pied-bill grebe, mink, Canada geese, 
mallards, western grebe, great blue heron, gadwall, northern shoveler, 
and cinnamon teal and ruddy duck.   

Estimated Acres 80 

Funded Amount $ 150,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple 

Source of Funding Federal North American Wetlands Conservation Act and Pittman 
Robertson 

Legislative District 13 

Existing Uses Wetland, Natural Shrub Steppe 

Intended Uses Though closed to fishing, the lake is an untapped resource for 
watchable wildlife. This project is adjacent to State Highway 17 and 
currently there is no safe overlook for wildlife watchers. Purchase of 
key parcels would allow safe access to the lake’s shoreline. Hunting 
opportunities.  

Future Capital Costs $ 0 

Future Operating Costs $ 4,200 

PILT Estimate  Under Review ($76.80) 
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Heart of the Cascades 14 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife will use grant funding to 
acquire about 10,000 acres of habitat in the central portion of the east Cascade 
Mountains. In this phase, the agency is focusing on acquiring these strategically 
located lands to benefit federal and state listed species in either the Teanaway 
River basin, or the Little Naches, Taneum-Manastash river basins. The 
acquisition will provide permanent protection to significant portions of the 
watersheds (about 60 miles of stream) that support bull trout and steelhead. 
The land is home to spotted owls, goshawks, steelhead, bull trout, deer, elk, 
gray wolves, and grizzly bears 

Estimated Acres 5,496 

Funded Amount $ $ 2,673,141 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Critical Habitat), Federal 
Endangered Species Act 

Legislative District 12, 13 

Existing Uses Timber Management 

Intended Uses The target properties play a strategic habitat connectivity role in the central 
Cascades landscape, providing breeding and foraging habitat for northern 
spotted owls and supporting large ungulate herds, which in turn support 
several large carnivores.  

Future Capital Costs $ 100,000 Weed Control, Cultural  Resource, Fencing, Signs, Survey 

Future Operating Costs $  44,000 

PILT Estimate  Under Review ($4,671.60) 
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Big Horn Yakima Access 16 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description The Department of Fish and Wildlife proposes to purchase a 
spectacular 3 miles of mainstream Yakima River winding through the 
scenic Yakima River Canyon with two boat launches and high quality 
shrub-steppe uplands on the surrounding hills. The riparian values 
on the project lands support all upper Yakima salmon and steelhead 
populations as well as 15+ resident species of fish. Upland habitat 
values are provided for bighorn sheep, deer, elk and raptors, as well 
as sage grouse and other shrub-steppe obligate species.  

Estimated Acres 689 

Funded Amount $ 2,982,922 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Water Access), 
Federal Highway Scenic Byway 

Legislative District 13 

Existing Uses Recreation 

Intended Uses The acquisition will be managed in the surrounding Department of 
Fish and Wildlife L.T. Murray Wildlife Area. Management will 
maintain the existing riparian and upland habitats, as well as 
recreational access at the two existing boat launches and trails.  

Future Capital Costs $ 250,000  Ramps, Signs, Parking 

Future Operating Costs $  5,500 

PILT Estimate  Under Review  ($ 585.65) 
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Rock Creek 18 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This property offers a diverse mix of canyon lands, grasslands, 
shrub-steppe, riparian, wetland, Oregon white oak, and 
Ponderosa pine forest. Species that will benefit from this 
acquisition include western gray squirrel, mule and black tailed 
deer, golden eagle, steelhead, big horn sheep, striped 
whipsnake, flammulated owl, burrowing owl, peregrine falcon, 
bald eagle, and loggerhead shrike. This property connects 
terrestrial and aquatic habitat from the southeast Cascades to 
the Columbia River.   

Estimated Acres 1,400 

Funded Amount $ 980,750 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Critical Habitat) 

Legislative District 15 

Existing Uses Timber Management 

Intended Uses Wildlife habitat conservation and recreation (hunting, fishing 
and watchable wildlife). In addition, the parcels will provide 
working land partnership opportunities. Potential mitigation for 
wind power and water development.   

Future Capital Costs $ 50,000 Survey, Signs, Weed Control 

Future Operating 
Costs 

$ 11,200 

PILT Estimate  Under Review ($2,240) 
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Methow Bridge One 20 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This project would acquire 6.3 acres of riparian and 
upland habitat in the lower reach of the Methow River. 
The upstream portion would be an excellent public 
access site for fishing and boating. Increased angling for 
hatchery steelhead in this area would support 
conservation goals. More than 95 percent of the target 
parcel would be protected with limited restoration on 
the riparian section needed. Species associated with the 
acquisition include: federally listed steelhead, Chinook, 
bull trout; mule deer, bald eagle, western gray squirrel, 
golden eagle, harlequin duck, westslope cutthroat, and 
big brown bat.   

Estimated Acres 6.3 

Funded Amount $ 173,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Grant County PUD Mitigation, Jobs Now Act 

Legislative District 12 

Existing Uses Recreation 

Intended Uses Recreation, public access for fisherman (steelhead 
angling) and boaters. Watchable wildlife opportunities.  

Future Capital Costs $ 500,000  Parking, Boat Ramp, Bathroom 

Future Operating Costs $ 2,500 Access Maintenance 

PILT Estimate Under Review ($0.0) 
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Okanogan Similkameen 22 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description Target parcels include undeveloped portions of the Similkameen River. 
The upper Similkameen reach boasts a complex channel structure with 
numerous oxbows, side-channels, meanders, and an extensive 
seasonally flooded delta. Adjacent uplands include healthy conifer 
forest, native shrub-steppe, and wetlands. This project area is part of an 
effort in the Okanogan-Similkameen watershed to maintain the only 
viable, north-south, ecological linkage that connects habitat in southern 
British Columbia with habitat in the Columbia basin. These habitats will 
help support 60 priority species and habitats in Washington.  

Estimated Acres 1,500 

Funded Amount $ 3,100,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition, Conservation Easement 

Source of Funding Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (Critical Habitat) 

Legislative District 7, 12 

Existing Uses Timber, Agriculture, Wetland 

Intended Uses Fish and wildlife conservation and recreation, including watchable 
wildlife. The land lies along segments of Okanogan County's proposed 
regional trail network. In addition, the parcels will provide working 
lands partnership opportunities.  

Future Capital Costs No Capital Cost  - CE 

Future Operating Costs $  2,500 

PILT Estimate Under Review ($2,955) 
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Chinook River Access 24 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This small parcel will provide direct public access to the 
shallow waters of Baker Bay. This  property is part of the 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Chinook River 
Estuary project.  The purpose of the project is to provide 
more lands for tidal inundation for increased salmon 
habitat and increase Survival Benefit Units of salmon 

Estimated Acres 201.26 

Funded Amount $ 642,544 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding BPA 

Legislative District 19 

Existing Uses Wetland, Salt Marsh, Agriculture 

Intended Uses Public Access: recreation (hunting and fishing). This 
parcel would be under the management of the Olympic 
Willapa – John’s River Wildlife Area (Chinook Unit).   

Future Capital Costs $ 500,000  Survey, Signs, Weeds 

Future Operating Costs $ 1,600 

PILT Estimate Under Review ($0.0) 

Willipa Bay/ Kindred Island 
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Willapa Bay Shoreline 26 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This project will continue the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
acquisition emphasis throughout the northern and eastern coasts of Willapa 
Bay. This area provides internationally significant and important feeding 
habitat for waterfowl and shorebirds migrating along the Pacific Flyway. 
More than 250 birds, 53 mammals, and 19 herptiles have been recorded in 
the project vicinity. The largest commercial shellfish beds in Washington are 
in Willapa Bay. Federally listed species include marbled murrelet, green 
sturgeon, and eulachon. Eelgrass beds in the area are valuable habitat 
particularly for eelgrass-dependent birds. Chinook, steelhead, chum, coho, 
and coastal cutthroat populations are known to occur in Willapa Bay.   

Estimated Acres 355 

Funded Amount $ 803,500 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Federal  Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant 

Legislative District 19 

Existing Uses Wetland, Agriculture 

Intended Uses Species Protection and recreation (hunting, fishing and watchable wildlife) 

Future Capital Costs $ 20,000 , Signs,  Weeds 

Future Operating Costs $ 2,850 

PILT Estimate  Under Review  ($0.0) 

Willipa Bay/ Kindred Island 
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Pine Canyon  28 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description This project consists of pine forest, riparian, and shrub-steppe habitat on 
the north side of Cleman Mountain in the Pine Canyon drainage. This 
section is comprised of transitional habitat with forest in the draws and 
slopes and shrub-steppe on the ridge tops and south and east-facing 
slopes. t is surrounded by state lands (Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and Washington Department of Natural Resources checkerboard 
ownership). It receives high use by elk from late fall to late spring. The area 
also is used by deer and provides habitat for pine-dependent species 
including the white-headed woodpecker and pygmy nuthatch.   

Estimated Acres 600 

Funded Amount $275,000 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding Pittman Robertson 

Legislative District 13 

Existing Uses Timber Management 

Intended Uses The acquisition will be managed in the surrounding Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Wenas Wildlife Area. Upland habitat values 
are provided for deer, elk, and raptors, as well as sage grouse and other 
shrub-steppe obligate species.  

Future Capital Costs $ 10,000  Signs, Weed 

Future Operating Costs $ 4,800 

PILT Estimate Under Review ($ 978) 
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Lower Nooksack River 30 

Agency Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Project Description Significant restoration work has been completed or is underway in support of the 
Lower Nooksack River Conservation and Restoration project. To date over 1,600 
acres of private land within the project footprint have been acquired and placed in 
public or tribal ownership and at least 20 residential parcels at risk of flooding have 
been purchased and structures removed.  Restoration work on these acquired lands 
includes riparian reforestation, wetland re-creation and slough re-connection. A 
number of local, State and Federal partners have worked the past 12-15 years on 
this effort and include the Lummi Nation, WDFW, Whatcom County, Ducks 
Unlimited, NRCS, and the Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association.  The 
property is primarily wetlands and native vegetation.   

Estimated Acres 100 

Funded Amount $759,281 

Type of Acquisition Fee Simple Acquisition 

Source of Funding National Wetlands Conservation Act 

Legislative District 2 

Existing Uses Tidelands, Wetlands 

Intended Uses The acquisition will be managed as wetland and floodplain  habitat for Chinook and 
Coho Salmon, Puget Sound Steelhead and Bull Trout.  

Future Capital Costs $ 250,000 Habitat Restoration 

Future Operating Costs $ 800 

PILT Estimate Under Review  ($ 0.0 ) 
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